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The concept of Chateau Homes was first contemplated by 
Company Director Malcolm McDonald in November 1969 with 
the view to providing home buyers with a luxury, custom design 
alternative to project home building. By April 1970 the company 
was registered in the name of Chateau Constructions, later to 
become ‘Chateau Constructions (Aust.) Limited’ and in recent 
times the additional registration of ‘Chateau Homes’, and 
‘Chateau Developments’.

From humble beginnings in a small home office, Chateau 
has evolved under the continued directorship of Malcolm 
McDonald during its 40 years of operations. Now, located in 
‘Chateau House’ in Castle Hill, Malcolm is joined by sons Rod 
(architecture) and Alex (construction), to carry on the legacy 
of design excellence and quality construction into the next 
generation.

Chateau’s success is based on continued commitment to 
service, quality and innovation, providing both custom individual 
architectural design solutions together with premium quality 
construction. This holistic approach ensures that the project from 
concept to completion is seamless and that optimum value is 
achieved. In this, we remain a leader in today’s elite residential 
marketplace, exceeding the expectations of Sydney’s most 
discerning clients.

Over 40 years, Chateau has earned the most solid reputation 
in Sydney’s North Shore for outstanding workmanship, ethical 
trading and ensuring the optimum potential of our client’s most 
valuable asset. From contemporary glass and steel designs in 
Sydney’s northern beaches, to classical full brick elegance in 
the North Shore or rambling country manors in Sydney’s rural 
outskirts, Chateau’s design and construction expertise remains a 
benchmark for individuality, workmanship, quality and value.
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SITE
Chateau will design and build in any area of any Local Council, in 
the Sydney basin and hinterland.

In the face of increasingly stringent regulatory controls, restrictive 
statutes and environmental protections, we are confident, 
prepared and experienced. Working within governmental and 
environmental constraints, each new project represents a radical 
improvement in terms of style, quality, liveability, investment 
potential and environmental response. Councils recognise such 
improvement and, with our forthright and cooperative response 
to local and state controls, we have an outstanding success rate 
for new approvals. 

As each property is unique, so too must be the design of the 
home. Every ‘Chateau’ home is an original. We do not duplicate 
our designs and, with this continuing policy, will ensure your home 
remains unique. This is not only vitally important for the protection 
of your most valuable asset, but is essential in optimising your 
site’s potential. The result is a home that reflects your distinctive 
lifestyle, is comfortable, and achieves design efficiency and 
value for money. We have as demonstrated time and again with 
successful and beautiful projects, the ability to optimise the 
potential of any property, be it steep, rocky, undrained, narrow, 
conserved, protected or bushfire-threatened. Our in-house 
architects identify each site’s constraints and opportunities early 
in the design process, ensuring any anomaly or ‘awkwardness’ is 
seamlessly absorbed into the design of each home.

Whether it be the topography, flora, location, zoning, special 
conditions, easements, geography or other restrictions on your 
land which may be impeding your development aspirations, we 
are equipped to provide clear guidance. If you are simply unsure 
as to how best to develop your land, or you are concerned as 
to the development cost implications for a particular property 
for purchase, simply ask Chateau for an obligation free site 
consultation and Development Analysis. 

A Development Analysis by Chateau is brief, thorough and 
accurate. We will conduct an inspection of your property 
immediately upon request and at no cost. We will assess 
properties prior to purchase, and will liaise with agents to inspect 
tenanted homes. This service has been offered for over 40 years 
and has proven invaluable for our potential and repeat customers.
.
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PRICE
 
Chateau staff are often asked “how much do your homes cost 
per square metre”? This measure of price has arisen in the 
project home marketplace and is a useful tool for the comparison 
of one standard project home design against another. In this 
marketplace, price is paramount, with every conceivable cost 
saving utilised, then replicated again and again. By contrast, a 
custom home, where superior quality and lifestyle amenity is the 
driving force, adopting a ‘cost-per-square-metre rate’ calculation 
will often lead to gross miscalculation of the true cost of the 
development.

The fundamentals of pricing require consideration of the nature 
of the building site, the client’s brief, materials, inclusions, the 
products and methodologies available to achieve the desired 
architectural outcome. No matter the level of complexity or 
detail, our in-house architects, quantity surveyors and builders 
collaborate from the outset, ensuring the accurate estimating of 
all projects, and the ability to offer our customers a fixed price 
sum at the developed design stage. 

Achieving premium design and value within a nominated budget 
is our primary goal. During the design development process, 
any additional inclusion or design alteration requested by our 
customers which may affect the price of the home is immediately 
costed and the overall tender sum updated accordingly. In this 
way, our customers can remain confident that the project will be 
within their affordable budget.

Engaging Chateau to design and build your home is not simply 
a decision of best price, but a decision of best value. We are 
a team of professionals including in-house architects, quantity 
surveyors, planning advisors and builders dedicated to providing 
sound advice and quality service from the outset. Such a 
relationship ensures optimum results in design, cost and time 
efficiency. We have never duplicated any design or home in 40 
years. Our experts are involved in every facet of every home and 
we encourage active participation from our clients throughout. 
Our policy remains to create and build unique, premium quality 
architectural homes, without compromise.
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VALUE OPTIONS
 
There are three options by which land owners might choose to develop their property. Each 
option requires selecting either an existing design or creating a new design which fulfils the 
family’s needs and lifestyle requirements, and selecting a builder to construct the home to 
a standard which represents value and is affordable. Value is determined by each customer, 
the fair monetary exchange for a level of quality of design and construction as promised and 
delivered. These options include:

Project Homes
These homes are typically the cheapest in terms of financial outlay and the quickest to construct. 
Produced en-masse, the economies of scale enjoyed through repetition of a particular design 
and the resulting buying power afforded when ordering products and materials in bulk makes 
this an attractive option when price is a driving factor. There is a huge market for such homes. 
Built to a price, but restrictive in terms of quality, choice and individuality, such homes are usually 
the right choice of investment in suburbs with a high density of existing project homes. Similarly, 
it would likely be an under-capitalisation of your investment to choose a project home in an 
area where land values are substantial, where individually designed architectural, heritage or 
established quality homes dominate. 

Architect & Independent Builder 
These homes are typically the most expensive in terms of financial outlay and the most time-
consuming to produce. Architectural fees are charged for design works with a focus to detail, 
aesthetics and architectural intent. Plans are developed and submitted to Council where, if 
approved, they are submitted to builders for tender. An early costing might be commissioned 
from a Quantity Surveyor however, until tenders are received, some 6 to 12 months after design 
commencement, the exact cost of the home remains unknown. The absence of specialist 
builder input and updated pricing during the design phase may manifest as a tender over-run, 
necessitating redesign, further tendering, re-submission to Council, additional fees and further 
delays in commencement of the project. The owner typically also pays for all external specialist 
consultant’s reports required, Council fees and other outgoings. Once a building contract is 
executed it is hoped the builder will work compatibly with the architect, not always achievable 
as each has individual priorities, the architects to preserve the quality and detail, the builder’s to 
explore any cost saving measures or alternatives that may present for additional profit. To ensure 
quality, the architect should be retained for contract administration and project management 
at an additional fee. All of the above costs must be accounted for, often stretching time and 
finances well beyond the owner’s affordable budget and all previous expectations. 

Architectural Designer Builder (Chateau) 
These homes represent the decision of best value for premium quality. A team of professionals 
work as one from the outset, including architects, designers, quantity surveyors, builders and 
planners. This synergy ensures optimum results are achieved in design, cost and time efficiency. 
Each discipline is involved throughout the design development phase to ensure efficiencies are 
explored and details and costings are correct, allowing an accurate fixed price construction sum 
to be determined at design stage. Architectural services are include in the construction contract 
sum, together with all standard external specialist consultant’s reports, Engineering, Council 
fees, liaison and administration fees and so on, for peace of mind and a single point of contact 
for advice, service and accountability.



DEVELOPMENT
 
Chateau specialises in designing and building only new homes, 
not renovations or additions. Nevertheless, we will advise an 
owner when, in their best interests, their home should indeed be 
retained, due to its existing conservation value or the advantages 
the existing home might enjoy that current regulatory controls 
would not allow.  When a home is best replaced rather than 
renovated, our architects are equally forthcoming.

Many of our customers have approached us upon discovering 
the planned renovation of their current home will cost as much 
as a new home, but may require significant compromise in 
design. We are confident that a new Chateau home will be more 
structurally sound, more responsive to our climate, more liveable 
and more comfortable than that which it replaces. 

An easily maintainable new home with ample space and plenty of 
storage can free a family from the burdens of upkeep, allowing 
home to be re-discovered as the ideal venue for entertaining and 
relaxation.

Should you be considering redevelopment of your property 
or simply inspecting a property for purchase, consider our 
Development Analysis service. This service puts you in touch 
with our in-house team of experienced architects, builders, 
planning consultants and estimators at no cost or obligation. 
We are in touch with property market values throughout Sydney, 
planned improvement patterns and local regulatory controls. With 
sufficient information, an estimate to design and build your home 
will usually be provided within two weeks of the inspection of 
your property.
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APPOINTMENTS
 
Although we might recommend various fixtures and fittings which 
suit the style and architecture of each design, Chateau customers 
are free to choose from any supplier, anywhere. Guidance 
may be needed where compliance with Australian codes or 
compatibility with other fittings is required. Our experts will advise 
you of the suitability of your selected appointment, and to find/
manufacture/develop a way to incorporate it seamlessly into the 
home. Fascinating examples of personal treasures which we have 
sourced for our most discerning customers for integration into 
their homes include:

Ancient window grates rescued from a shipwreck
Polished timber columns from an Indian palace
Balinese temple doors
Fully working commercial bars including antique beer fridges
Rebuilt vaulted stone-flagged wine rooms
Preserved Stained glass and lead light windows
Handmade Italian wrought iron door furniture
Chinese fretwork ceilings
Lifts and dumb waiters
Car turntables and display garaging for a priceless car collection
Imported English kitchens
Imported German kitchens
Full sized cool rooms and stone cellars
Huge crystal chandelier from a Belgian opera house
Art gallery lighting
Sunken tubs, indoor pools, saunas, steam rooms and solariums
Hydronic heating, eco waste recycling and grey-water systems
Asian and kosher kitchens
Special prayer rooms
Planning for Feng Shui (general and family/site specific)

      
        Where there is a will, there is a way.
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the North Shore’s leader for Architect  
Designed Master Built Bespoke Homes 

PROCESS
 

PRE DESIGN  (2-3 weeks)
We will meet with you on site to discuss the opportunities and development potential 
of your site, followed up by a meeting in our office with our architects once a survey 
plan is available. Sharing your vision, lifestyle needs, wish-list and budget with us 
at this early stage will allow us to reply promptly as to the feasibility of your project 
and is obligation-free. This service provides a valuable early insight, without any 
commitment to proceed further. Should you choose to initiate the design stage of 
works, a $5,000 deposit will cover our initial outgoings and costs such as a S149 
Certificate, researching Council’s Planning Control Guidelines, Dial Before You Dig 
Report, Planning Instruments relative to your property, obtaining specialist Consultant 
advice, on-site or Council meetings and further development of your brief, all of which 
are necessary BEFORE informed architectural design works can commence. This fee is 
deducted from the contract tender sum should you proceed to a construction contract.

CONCEPT & DESIGN DEVELOPMENT (6-8 weeks)
The design works are produced speculatively on the basis you may proceed to 
a building contract. They include the design of your home and landscaping, pool 
design or so forth to complement your home. All architectural design works are 
developed from the outset in collaboration with our planner, quantity surveyor and 
building consultants. This synergy ensures improved compliancy for development 
approval, improved build-ability for price control, whilst preserving the quality and 
architectural integrity of the home. Designs are re-priced at each stage of their 
evolution, empowering each owner to make informed decisions to ensure the project’s 
affordability. A final, fixed-price Tender lists every inclusion, selection and finish within 
your home. At any time during this stage you may purchase a licence for the design for 
a fee commensurate with the scope of services provided or, should you proceed to 
construction, will be included at no additional cost.

PREPARATION/SUBMISSION OF DA/CDC (6-8 weeks)
A $20,000 deposit initiates the DA/CDC stage of works and is used towards the cost 
of preparing Working Drawings, supportive documentation, standard consultant’s 
reports, application fees, statutory authority’s fees, landscaping plan, hydraulics plans 
and so forth required for submission.  This deposit is deductible from the Tender sum 
should you proceed to construction. At any time during this stage of works you may 
purchase a licence for the design for a fee commensurate with the scope of services 
provided or, should you proceed to construction, will be included at no additional 
cost. Once submitted, we liaise with the Council Officers/Certifier to ensure its timely 
assessment.

CONSTRUCTION & COMPLETION (project specific)
Once approval is given, once CC conditions are priced and your final consent 
given, only then will a Building Agreement be entered into. Within 10 days of signing, 
construction will commence. All Chateau staff are available at any time to discuss any 
aspect of your project or any questions that may arise, with our architects regularly 
performing visual inspections during construction to ensure the design integrity is 
preserved, clarify details, meet with owners as required and advise on any additional 
design matters that may arise.
On completion we undertake a complete final inspection of the home with you, 
familiarising you with the correct use of all machinery, equipment and appliances and 
to present warranties for same. We revisit the home after 3 months and, if required, 
perform any minor ‘touch-up’ or maintenance work and address any questions you may 
have.




